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A given parasite is said to be a miracle of' ew':olu-tlono?t;;::.:;i ]C;I:
the complexity of its performances and the 'SOPhlsnc‘_mon vilv in and
It is also sometimes said that our activity begins to W'Clgh. hcaf ily L%
on this evolution. Suddenly I wonder whether evolution itself is no i
work of parasites, from a certain point of view. Whether, bct(\jve?fle:: -
tion and parasitism, there might not be cycles of causes and € ’

Fe : i 1d produce the parasite.
open circuits with feedback. Evolution would p iy
which would produce evolution. Suddenly I wonder whether t 1€ $
—not local and unique this time, but global, formal, and pertaining tc
the mode of operation of the parasitic function—would xfot be somc.-
what displaced, on the side, somewhat reflexive vis-a-vis the exact
sciences, both the natural and human sciences, like a passageway where i
they could not be dissociated. ) {

The theory of evolution can be reduced to two terms: mu.ta.tmn 7
and selection. We know on what set the first acts. It is not entirely 2
metaphoric expression when we say that it has to do with a message
written on a base. Part of this message is changed by mutation, by ab-
sence, substitution, or difference of elements. It is not entirely a meta- ;
phoric expression when we claim that it has to do with the interventics |
of a noise in the message. Noise in the sense of disorder, and thusj
chance, but noise also in the sense of interception, an interception thas
changes the order and thus the meaning, if we can speak of meanini:
But that changes the order above all. The interception is a parasite; we
could have guessed as much. The new order appears by the parasite
troubling the message. It disconcerts the ancient series, order, and mes-
sage; and then composes [concerte] new ones. :

The introduction of a parasite in a system is equivalent to -_h:%
introduction of a noise. In Lucretius’ work, the order of the world. 3!
result of declination in a laminar field, is an order by fluctuation. T== {
fluctuation is a noise; it is a parasite. Time does not begin withour :23 4
intervention. Irreversibility never appears without this factor of asv=
metry. The order in the sense of the order of things and the order in t5=

sense of structures of order cannot emerge without this element of rela-
tion of order. The parasite is an element of relation; it is the atom of re-
lation, the directional atom. It is the arrow flying at random in broad
daylight. It is the appearance of meaning.

. The theory of being, ontology, brings us to atoms. The theory
of relations brings us to the parasite.

_ The introduction of a parasite in a system is equivalent to the
mtroduction of a noise. First example. I am speaking polyphonically.
The message is surrounded by nonsense, pure noise, disorder; the sys-
tem crumbles and everything dies. The plague decimates a population.
.\-iutat'ion makes the fetus abort. And with that, the parasite—the
dssassin—commits suicide. The sponger falls back into the stream after
having ruined his host. From information theory to anthropology, from

- signals to life, be it unique or numerous, the dynamics are stable and

nchanging, always bringing about the same results.
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Irreversible time begins with the parasitic noise, with fluctua-
tion, with the clinamen; it flows in.one direFtion. Irreversible time would
not have begun without the sowing of disorder in redundance. In the
white space I spoke of above, an atom of disorder, an atom of relation,
is enough for the movement to start, Everything emerges from this white
space, given ‘this qUﬁr}{ o.f noise.

The parasite is the active operator and the logical operation of

evolution, of the irreversible time of life.

Irreversible physical time begins with a parasite sown in a redun-
dance. With a noise ora disorder, randomly come into a white space that
itself had undoubtedly appeared by chance. This noise and this parasite
produce a slope, a difference, a disequilibrium, and the slope produces
noise; the process, if kept up, will no longer stop immediately. It goes to
seek its fortune in the world. It can be immense or mediocre or non-
existent. Local disorder pulls local order toward asymmetry. The para-

site is an operator; it is a generalized c/inamen.
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