
(1) pg x (translator's introduction): "For Serres, the 
parasite is the primordial, one-way, and irreversible 
relation that is the base of human institutions and 
disciplines: society, economy, and work; human sciences 
and hard sciences; religion and history. All of these have 
the parasitic relation as their basic and fundamental 
components... The parasite is a microbe, an insidious 
infection that takes without giving and weakens without 
killing. The parasite is also a guest, who exchanges his 
talk, praise, and flattery for food. The parasite is noise as 
well, the static in a system or the interference in a 
channel."


